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BEGINNER’S NIGHT  
MARCH 21 

CLASSIC CAFÉ 

NEIBA BEE SCHOOL 
MARCH 23, 30  
CLASSIC CAFÉ 

BEES & FRUIT TREES  
APRIL 18  

CLASSIC CAFÉ

FIELD DAY  
MAY 18  

BUSKIRK ENG. 

Photo by Karsten Würth 
(@inf1783) on Unsplash

NEIBA NEWS

Spring Management Tips 
”Pay attention to the weather, not the calendar,” advises Kathleen Prough,         
chief apiary inspector for the Indiana Department of Natural Resources       
Division of Entomology and Plant Pathology. “Nighttime temperatures                 
are especially important.” 

While we are all eager to see our bees after a long, cold winter, Prough advises 
patience. Now is the time to prepare equipment for spring and to be ready to     
feed bees, if needed, to get them through the final weeks of winter. 

Continued on Page 7

https://unsplash.com/photos/sF8j0Acen78?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/sF8j0Acen78?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/sF8j0Acen78?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@inf1783?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/sF8j0Acen78?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/sF8j0Acen78?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/sF8j0Acen78?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@inf1783?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


MARCH 2019 NEIBA.INFO

 

!2

NEIBA Officers 2019 
President:  
Chris LaSalle 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 615-3647 
clasalle@orthone.com 

Vice President:  
Doug Cheek  
Auburn 
(260) 413-6337 
eyeslookingdown2000 
@gmail.com 

Secretary:  
Valorie Campbell  
Fort Wayne 
(260) 585-4409 
billvalcampbell@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  
Dean Gerber 
Bluffton 
(260) 565-3773 
djgerber@adamswells.com 

Directors: 
Mike Miller 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 467-0640 
beeman41747@gmail.com 

James Ringswald 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 466-4999 
ringswald@aol.com 

Glenn Hill, 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 485-5675 
hilreal@frontier.com 

Dave Myers 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 750-3673 
dmyers@utilitymc.com

Welcome all to a new year with 
the bee club and beekeeping. We 
had a great planning meeting in 
January. Despite the huge snow 
storm, the turnout was great. We 
have an exciting set of meetings 
for the next year. We hope to 
have Kim Flottum, the editor of 
Bee Culture Magazine, at our 
Harvest Banquet.  

We are in the process of getting the ability to pay online for club 
related activities. This has been a challenging process for those of us 
who have never done it before. Matt Kolter has been invaluable in 
helping us get this up and running. I ask for patience as we work out 
the bugs we may encounter (not varroa) that may plague us as we start 
this new service. The plan is for members to be able to pay for the bee 
school, dues, field day and the banquet without having to bring cash  
or checks. There will be a $1 flat rate charge per transaction to use this 
service. This does not mean that you cannot pay the old fashioned way. 
Cash and checks will still be accepted from those who prefer that 
method of payment. There will also be a credit card reader so that 
members can pay for stuff at the meeting also without cash (with the 
same charge). All of this technology can be overwhelming but we hope 
this will attract the younger generation of beekeepers as well as make 
things more convenient.  

Our March meeting will again be Beginner’s Night. If you have friends 
or family that want to learn more about our hobby (or profession), 
then please invite them. They do not have to be a member to attend. 

We are going to have a Bee Trunk Sale in the parking lot of the April 
meeting. This is also a first for us. Bring all equipment you are not 
using and want to sell. We are still working out the details of this so 
stay tuned.  

A couple of meetings are planned later in the year to have speakers, 
but without a topic. If there is an area of beekeeping that you would 
like to know more about, please send me an email.  

I would like to thank the officers, directors and all the volunteers that 
have really pitched in to make this the great club it is. I am really 
excited for 2019 and look forward to a great season.  

Thanks again, 

Chris LaSalle 
President

President’s Minute
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To help new and intermediate beekeepers sharpen 
their skills, our club will host two Bee Schools      
on consecutive weekends in March. Both events 
will be held at Classic Café, 4832 Hillegas Road, 
Fort Wayne.  

Our Beginner Bee School will be held on 
Saturday, March 23 from 8:00 a.m. until          
4:00 p.m. Aspiring beekeepers will learn from 
experienced mentors. The class will cover the 
basics of how to keep bees and the use of 
appropriate tools and equipment. Each participant 
will build and take home a starter hive.   

The fee of $125 per student includes instruction, 
hive box, bottom board, inner lid, outer lid, 
frames, foundation, hive tool, bee brush, 
beginner’s book, lunch, catalogs and one year 
membership to the Northeastern Indiana 
Beekeepers Association. There will be a raffle      
for beekeeping equipment.  

Each participant should bring a claw hammer, tack 
hammer and square for the class. To register for 
the Beginner Bee School, contact Duane Rekeweg 
at (260) 728-2613.  Space is limited and the class 
fills up fast, so register soon.  The enrollment 
deadline is March 20.  

On the following Saturday, March 30, NEIBA will 
host an Intermediate Bee School. Specific and 
detailed information will be presented based on 
the experience of our senior beekeepers.   

The Intermediate Bee School will begin at         
9:00 a.m. and continue through mid afternoon.     
A minimum of one year of beekeeping experience 
required. The cost is $50 per student   

Register for the Intermedia Bee School by calling 
Mike Miller at (260) 493-0481. The enrollment 
deadline March 20. 

Register Now            

NEIBA Spring Bee School
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Chris LaSalle opened with prayer.  

The newsletter situation was discussed. No 
editor is currently available. (Editor’s note: 
see last page.) 

The financial report was given by Dean with   
a total balance of $5452.19. (Fall banquet 
expenses had not yet been paid at the        
Nov. report.)  

Advertising on Facebook and the web site 
were discussed. Members will be allowed to 
advertise one item one time at no charge with 
MailChimp email.  

An educational hive is being purchased with   
a portion of the Jim Gaas Memorial for use   
at presentations and educational talks.  

This is the last spring that Maraiah Russel  
will be in charge of the Home and Garden 
show. Honey candy, kid’s activity, and take 
home flyers are needed.  

Samantha LaSalle will be in charge of the door 
prizes, she will have a budget of $100.  

Rick Stevens will be in charge of the swarm 
list as Ted is stepping down.  

Stephanie will be in charge of the library.  

Heidi Downey will be in charge                         
of refreshments.  

Duane Rekeweg will be in charge of the 
Beginners Beekeeping School with the 

beginner class being held on March 23.       
The Intermediate class will be held on     
March 30 with Mike Miller. Seating is   
limited for both classes.  

A suggestion was made that a box be placed 
near the entry door for questions to be 
answered during the meeting.  

Meeting plans for 2019 were discussed. 
(Editor’s note: see next page.)  

If a snow emergency is declared, the meeting 
will be cancelled. 

Thanks to Chris LaSalle and his wife for 
hosting the meeting. 

January Planning Meeting Minutes

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association

Name ____________________________ 
Address __________________________ 
City _____________________________ 
State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 
Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  
__Email __Paper __Both  

Dues are only $15 per year. 

Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 

Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 
  
Mail to: Dean Gerber, 1127 S 700 W-1, 
Bluffton, IN 46714

Scott Barns, President of the Michigan Beekeepers, spoke about 
commercial beekeeping at our Harvest Banquet in November. 
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Thinking Outside the (Deep) Box 
Overwintering bees in one or two 10-frame deep Langstroth boxes is a popular choice for Indiana beekeepers, 
but a deep box full of honey weights 80 pounds or more. For convenience and to avoid injury, some 
beekeepers are experimenting with different hive configurations. 
If you already have 10-frame bottom boards and covers, moving 
to all medium-box hives is simple.

What’s the advantage?  
Medium boxes not only weigh less, but having all one size  
means frames can be interchanged between boxes as needed. 
For example, honey supers from last year can be used for brood 
chambers when splitting in spring.  

How does the space compare?  
Three medium (6 5/8˝) boxes are just a little greater in volume 
than two deep (9 5/8˝) brood boxes. 

How do bees fare in winter?  
The thermal image at right shows a healthy cluster in three 
mediums, just below a feeder rim and medium quilt box filled 
with wood chips.  

Bottom line?  
Keep it simple. As state apiary inspector Kathleen Prough says, 
“Think what works for you and do it.” 

Thursday, March 21 - 7 p.m.  
Beginners Night, Chris LaSalle 

Saturday, March 23 - 8 a.m. 
Beginners Bee School 

Saturday, March 30 - 9 a.m. 
Intermediate Bee School 

Thursday, April 18 - 7 p.m.  
Bees and Fruit Trees, Rick Meyer  
(Bee Equipment Garage Sale in the parking lot) 

Saturday, May 18 - Field Day  
8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Buskirk Engineering, Ossian  
Reservations required for optional lunch. 

Thursday, June 20 - 7 p.m. 
How to Control Mites, Becky Masterson, 
University of Minnesota 

Thursday, September 19 - 7 p.m. 
Panel Night - Question and Answer Session 

Thursday, October 17 - 7 p.m.   
Topic TBD, Dave Shenefield, 
Largest Indiana Beekeeper 

Thursday, November 21 - 6:30 p.m.  
Harvest Banquet with guest speaker 
Kim Flottum, editor of Bee Culture.  
Reservations required. 

Upcoming Events 
All meetings, except Field Day in May, will be held at the Classic Café 
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YOUR PLACE OR OURS, 
WHEN QUALITY & PRICE MATTER, 

CALL THE CATERING COMPANY WITH CLASS! 

SEATING FOR UP TO 450 GUESTS 
260-458-2982   WWW.CLASSICCAFEINC.COM 

Used Deeps for $10 
Phil Juengel is selling used deeps for  

$10 per Deep Hive Body. 

Miscellaneous bee items also for sale. 
 If interested, contact Phil at 

260-547-4260.

NOW STOCKING BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES 

PATERSON DO-IT BEST 
880 S.R. 930 EAST 

NEW HAVEN IN 46774 
260-493-2111 

Apis Enterprises 
Bees • Equipment • Bottles • Labels • 

Honey Processing 

Now accepting package bee  
pre-orders for spring. 

Contact Chet for all your bottle 
and custom label needs. 

(260) 668-0950 

www.apisenterprises.biz

BEEKEEPER SUPPLIES IN STOCK  
WE RENT HONEY EXTRACTORS! 

Juergens  
Hardware

2 6 0 - 3 5 6 - 5 2 1 4  
L o c a t e d  N e x t  t o  W a l m a r t  
2 8 5 0  N  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  

H u n t i n g t o n ,  I N  
M o n  -  F r i  7  a m  -  7 p m  

S a t  7 : 3 0 a m  -  6 p m  
S u n  1 1 a m  -  4 p m

 

15402 Doty Rd, New Haven, IN 46774 
(260) 657-5461   www.mcfeeds.com 

We are located only 5 min from I-469 & Maysville Rd. 

Hives & Maintenance, 
Protective Apparel & Honey  

Production 

Follow Us On           #mcfeeds 

http://www.classiccafeinc.com
http://www.classiccafeinc.com
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On sunny, windless days above 40 degrees, 
gently lift the back of the hive to check its 
weight. Tip up the cover to take a quick peek 
through the hole in the inner cover. Bees high 
in the hive, rather than farther down the 
combs, may suggest the colony needs feeding 
with dry sugar cakes or fondant, Prough says.  

Wait for a sunny, calm, 55-degree day to 
remove the inner cover. Even then, just take 
a quick look down the combs. The first brood 
likely will be raised in the upper, warmer hive 
box. Move frames of honey closer to the 
brood, but don't manipulate the brood 
frames yet. If the colony is crowded, place      
a super of drawn comb on top.  

Prough advises waiting to reverse boxes until 
until temperatures reach 65 degrees, and 
only then if there is no brood present in the 
lower brood box. Switch to feeding 1-to-1 
syrup, if needed.

Continued from cover

Club members have expressed a desire to buy and 
sell equipment with one another. On April 18, 
NEIBA members will have the opportunity to do 
just that.   

Our club will host an outdoor swap and sale at 
Classic Café just prior to our regular meeting. 
Beekeeping equipment may be sold from your 
vehicles or tables that you provide.   

Vehicles should set up at the far east end of the 
pavement. The sale will run from 6:00 to 6:50.   

If you have questions, contact Harry Jones at   
(260) 715-1453. 

April 18 Swap ’n Sale

Spring break is right around the corner and many 
Hoosiers are preparing for long road trips to sunny 
destinations. This year, make the most of your travel 
time by listening to beekeeping podcasts! 

Podcasts are downloadable audio recordings on 
every imaginable topic, including beekeeping. Easy-
to-use programs like iTunes, Stitcher, or Google Play 
can automatically download the latest episodes to 
your computer, tablet, or smart phone.  

Here are some of the best beekeeping podcasts.  
Give them a listen!  

Beekeeping Today Podcast is hosted by Jeff Ott 
and Bee Culture editor-in-chief Kim Flottum. It 
features interviews and industry news for both 
commercial and hobbyist beekeepers.  

The Beekeeper’s Corner Podcast is hosted by 
New Jersey hobbyist Kevin Inglin. The show 

includes insightful reports from his apiary, 
equipment tests, book reviews, research summaries, 
and beekeeping news.  

Beekeeping Short and Sweet by Stewart Spinks 
is a podcast for “the inquisitive beekeeper with a 
short attention span.”  

The Contrary Beekeepers Show features three 
Ohio friends chatting about their apiary adventures. 

Kiwimana Buzz originates in New Zealand.   
Hosts Gary Fawcett and Margaret Groot offer a 
delightfully entertaining podcast featuring 
interviews with beekeepers from around the world. 
(They even share reports from NEIBA members!) 

PolliNation is from the Oregon State University 
Extension Service and features "researchers, land 
managers, and concerned citizens who are making 
bold strides to improve the health of pollinators.” 

Buzzing About Podcasts
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We’re pleased to announce that John Paff has agreed to 
help produce our monthly newsletter, beginning with 
this issue.  

John and his wife, Jeanne, are backyard beekeepers 
from Huntington, Indiana. Their apiary is online at 
www.tuliptreehoney.com and www.facebook.com/
tuliptreehoney.  

John is a partner/owner of the marketing agency  
Nichols Brand Stories in Fort Wayne. Jeanne is a      
first-grade teacher; her classroom is designed with          
a beekeeping theme.  

“I’m eager to share members’ photos, advice and news,” 
John says. Send your images and story ideas to 
john@tuliptreehoney.com.  

Ads are available for $5 per issue. Send John camera-
ready art (3.25˝ w x 2.5˝ h) in EPS or JPG format at least 
30 days in advance. 

Welcome Our New Editor

Dean Gerber, Treasurer 
1127 S 700 W-1 
Bluffton, IN 46714


