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We do not try and impress you with bright lights and glitter at our Banquet, we would   

rather you enjoyed your evening, learned a little about the bees and their care, and    

possibly meet a new friend, who just happens to keep bees. 

 

                                                              

          

      .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2021 

NEIBA.info 

What’s new this Month! 

October meeting 21st.  Dwight Wells -- speaking to us on queen rearing. 

From the President’s Desk on Page 2 

Minutes from September meeting page 3 

Welcome new members page, 3 

November meeting is the Banquet, guest speaker Brock Harpur (from Purdue) and 

additional information on page 6 

Information from our state inspector page 5 
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   NEIBA Officers 2020  

President: 

Chris LaSalle 

Fort Wayne 

260-615-3647 

clasalle@orthone.com 

 

Vice President: 

Mike Miller 

Fort Wayne 

260-467-0640 

 

Secretary: 

Valorie Campbell 

Fort Wayne 

260-585-4409 

Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Dean Gerber 

Bluffton 

260-565-3773 

Djgerber@Adamswells.com 

 

Directors: 

John Greenlee 

Fort Wayne 

greenlee1630@gmail.com 

 

James Ringswald 

Fort Wayne 

260-466-4999 

Ringswald@aol.com 

 

Glenn Hile 

Fort Wayne 

260-485-5675 

hilreal@frontier.com 

 

Don McEvoy,    

Ft. Wayne  

dvmcsa@gmail.com 

 

Editor 

David McKinley 

Spencerville 

260-760-2720 

Mckinleydavid27@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

From the desk of the president  
 Dr. Chris LaSalle  

   

Most of you should have harvested honey by now.  I hope that you have got-

ten a good haul this year.  Unfortunately our speaker cannot make it to the 

meeting secondary to COVID issues.  What we will probably do is give a quick 

talk on winter preparation and do a question and answer session. 

I want to give a special thanks to Dean Gerber who will be stepping down as 

Treasurer this year.  He has been essential in doing all of the behind the scenes 

work that keeps our club running.  If you get a chance please thank him at the 

next 2 meetings.  David Mullins and Don McEvoy are planning to help take 

over these duties.  We are working out the details and there will be more to 

follow.  I really appreciate these 2 gentlemen stepping up. 

We are still looking for someone to mail out the paper copies of the newslet-

ter.  If nobody steps up to do this, then we will have to go to a digital only ver-

sion.  If you are one of the members who gets the newsletter by mail then this 

is your chance to keep this service alive.   

Well, if you read last month’s episode, you heard that I had a systemic reac-

tion to a yellow jacket sting.  I did go and see the allergist and was tested.  I 

had a skin test for yellow hornet, wasp, yellow jacket and honey bee.  This is 

harvested venom that was injected under my skin to test the reaction.  I re-

acted to yellow hornet, wasp and to a lesser degree yellow jacket.  I did not re-

act to honey bee.  This really hits home that the venom from a bee is different 

than that of a wasp or hornet.  There is some cross reactivity but this is low.  

So when someone tells you that they are allergic to bee stings it is important 

to know what that individual was stung by.  Most of the people we interact 

with have no idea the difference.  I get calls every fall (except this year) to 

come get a honey bee hive out of the ground.  With my more aggressive reac-

tion and positive testing, my chance for an anaphylactic reaction is significant.  

I will be starting allergy shots starting weekly to build up my dose.  Once I 

reach this level, the injections will be monthly for 5 years.  The results are very 

promising to reduce my body’s response to wasp venom.  In the meantime I 

will be keeping an Epi Pen close.  In the words of Clint Eastwood, “Dying ain’t 

much of a living boy!”  I love being outdoors but not dying in the process 

We do plan to have the 50/50 raffle for a Dadant 6 frame manual extractor 

and uncapping bucket.  Half the money will go to Tom Lerner who is providing 

the extractor and the other half to the club.  He forgot the meeting last month 

so we will try again. Tickets will be $5 apiece. 

Look forward to seeing you  

 

 

mailto:Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com
mailto:Djgerber@Adamswells.com
mailto:Ringswald@aol.com
mailto:hilreal@frontier.com
mailto:dvmcsa@gmail.com
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           More than 22,000 attdended the annua 

             

                

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Elaine Kain        Ft. Wayne 

Ted Rauh           Avilla 

Ryan Reynolds         Columbia City      

 

 

 

 

Kent Williams, our September guest speaker spoke with humor and 

serious information about bee insurance as well as his experience 

as a bee keeper.  More on page 4. 

 

 

 

 

A big THANK YOU to Dean and 

Heidi.  If we were to describe Dean and 

the work he does for the association, it 

would fill a book.  Most of the work he 

does and has done is hidden, the way he 

wants it, but it is all very necessary for 

the operation of any good organization. 

The board of directors have proposed di-

viding the work he has done into two 

separate positions.  If you are interested 

in applying for the position of treasurer’s 

jobs, contact Dr. Chris LaSalle by email 

clasalle@orthone.com  We are now in 

the position of having a sizeable amount 

in our treasury for an association like 

ours. 

A BIG THANK YOU Heidi Downey for the 

hard work you have done behind the 

scenes and for snail mailing the monthly 

newsletter to all of the members who 

receive the newsletter that way.  She is 

one of the many hard workers that do it 

for the joy of it but also for the benefit 

of the association. 

THEY WILL BE GREATLY MISSED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They will be greatly missed 

 

mailto:clasalle@orthone.com
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Is it me or are most of our members finding their honey harvest a little lower than in the past.  So far 

about all the beekeepers I have talked to have expressed that they are harvesting less honey this year 

than their usual.  Some are expressing about 80% of their average. 

I have heard many reasons for the shortage, bee population due to the cold, below 32 degrees for 15 

days in a row, raining so frequent that the pollin was washed off and it taking 2 days to return causing 

the shortage, plant flowering being lower than usual and some I can not print due to language usage in 

discription. 

YOU MISSED IT 

If you missed the September meeting you missed hearing, Kent Williams, a very knowledgable speeker 

telling about “Bee Insurance” and his experience and knowledge about keeping bees in Kentucky and 

Mississippi.  One thing that inpressed me was the magnatude of hives he has and the small amount of 

help he has to run such an operation.  We have beekeepers in our own association that are very large 

and with the knowledge they have can manage not only hundreds of hives but even thousands of hives 

with minimal hired labor. 

One of his quotes was, “The more painful the lesson, the more it is remembered”. 

Here is the recipe he uses for his sugar/candy board, no cooking!  MIX 

25# Sugar 

1 Qt  Apple cider vinegar 

3 Tbs Powdered citric acid 

3 Tbs Honeybee healthy 

On the first week of May, Thursday through Saturday, he is having a bee school. If you think you might 

be interested, call 270-970-1307 for more information and subject details. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association 

If you are renewing your membership and your information has not changed, just fill in your name.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Name ____________________________ 

Address __________________________ 

City _____________________________ 

State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 

Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  

__Email __Paper __Both 

 

 Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 
 
Dues are only $15 per year.  
 
Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 

  

Mail to: Dean Gerber, 2585 SW Church 
Rd. Bluffton, IN 46714 
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For those who missed the May Field Day, Barbara Bloetscher was one of the guest/keynote speak-

ers and is the state apiarist of the state of Ohio.  While she was presenting her presentation, she 

stated that the state of Ohio has an Apiarist inspector in every county.  This started my wheels in my 

mind turning, what about Indiana so I contacted Kathleen Prough, Indiana’s state apiarist, I also 

asked about Veterinarians who had studied honey bees for those of us who would need a vet. 

This was what she replied. 

 “There is only me for inspections.  

My coworkers do not know much about inspecting hives.  Jared Spokowsky knows the most about 

inspecting hives, but he is in Southeast Indiana. When I retire, my director Megan Abraham will hire 

someone with Honey bee inspection experience. 

I would suggest that you contact Vince Burkle, my coworker in Fort Wayne area.  Have someone in-

vite him out to their yards and help him learn more about beekeeping.  He has a bee suit, bee gloves, 

hive tools, smoker and smoker fuel.  He just need experience in the hive.  Vince Burkle contact infor-

mation: cell phone 260-452-8992, vburkle@dnr.in.gov 

I do not work with veterinarians.  So I do not list of vets. Some beekeepers have ask their vet and 

see if they will do it.  You may want to share the following information with your 

club:  https://www.beeculture.com/do-i-need-a-vet-for-my-bees/ .  it does have a website that bee-

keepers may go to and maybe be able to find a vet. 

I do not work with State Chemist office either.  The state chemist office is who beekeepers need to 

call for a pesticide kill.  Ask for them to take samples and investigate the incident.  Once you get re-

sults back you will have to go after the applicator with the findings to get reimbursed for your 

losses.  

Pesticide & Manure Incident Complaints contact Joe Becovitz, 765-494-1586, becovitz@purude.edu 

Hope this help answer your questions.  

Kathleen Prough 

Chief Apiary Inspector 

Indiana Department Natural Resources 

Division of Entomology & Plant Pathology 

402 W. Washington St., Rm. W290 

Indianapolis, IN  46204 

Work# 317-232-4123 

Cell # 317-504-6406” 

 

“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.” ― John 

Muir 

 

mailto:vburkle@dnr.in.gov
https://www.beeculture.com/do-i-need-a-vet-for-my-bees/
mailto:becovitz@purude.edu
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It usually takes a lot for me to get upset with things that others think trivial, but I feel that we have 

been cheated as beekeepers here in Indiana with the amount of help we receive from the state, 

which is graduating veterinaries from our agricultural university with very little to no knowledge 

about the honey bee.  (My rant for the month, could have been a book.)  David McKinley, Editor 

 

Dean Gerber, treasurer is taking reservations for the November Banquet (November 18th) now. 

Deadline for registration is Wednesday, November 10th. 

Tentative Menu for Harvest Banquet. 

                       Fancy Tossed Salad 

        served with tomato, peppers, cucumbers, and 

        shredded cheese, served with ranch or French dressing 

             Apple Almond Stuffed Breast of Chicken  

                         Carved Ossian Ham 

                             Au gratin Potatoes 

                     Buttered Broccoli Florets 

                          Warm Rolls and Butter 

                      Pumpkin or Sugar Cream Pie 

                Coffee, Honey Lemonade, Ice Water 

               $12 per person, included gratuity & tax, 

 

Missing the annual November Banquet is like not going to your sister’s wedding!  Much work and 

energy is put into the arrangements, the food, and the speakers.  We believe this year’s banquet will 

be an event you will not want to miss.  You will not want to talk to one of your beekeeping friends a 

week after and wish you could turn back the time so you could attend. 
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McComBees Apiaries                 

Overwintered Nucs, Spring/Summer nucs 

available                                                            

Indiana Queen Breeder Association      

(IQBA) Queens                                    

Dave McComb                               

16832 Prime Rd. Yoder, IN 16798                                                                         

www.mccombees.com                                                                                                                            

260-638-4943 

Please help support our 

Advertising companies! 

 

http://www.mccombees.com/


 

 
8 

 

What I found on the internet for October beekeepers. 

Bees: 

The queen's egg-laying continues to decrease, and the colony population will also decline. No more drones                             

will be produced, and those remaining will be expelled from the hive. Workers continue to forage for winter            food 

stores as long as they can. 

 

 

Beekeepers: 

Colonies may require some feeding to ready them for winter. Fall feeding is done with 2:1 (sugar: water) 

syrup.  Mite treatments should be removed at the appropriate time (consult product label). Mouse-

guards can be installed. Watch for robbing activities. When finished readying hives for winter, don't 

open them again unless necessary. Each time a hive is opened, the bees must re-seal the cracks with 

propolis to keep out winter drafts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


