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SEPTEMBER 2020 

NEIBA.info 

What’s new this Month! 

Meeting date is September 17th at Classic Café @ 7:00 PM        Guests Greg Myers, 

The Anderson, Waterloo & Jeff Valkert, Cisco Seed.  Seed for pollinators. 

Welcome new members listed on page 3 

From the President’s Desk on Page 2 

Working Bees with a Bad Back page 5 

Veterinary bee medical taught, page 6  

Meet the behind the scene workers  

Library information, page 3 

Mentoring information, page 3 

How I Saved My Hive from Robbing Bees, page 4 

 

 

Face up with Honey 
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   NEIBA Officers 2020  

President: 

Chris LaSalle 

Fort Wayne 

260-615-3647 

clasalle@orthone.com 

 

Vice President: 

Doug Cheek 

Auburn 

Eyeslookingdown2000 

@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Valorie Campbell 

Fort Wayne 

260-585-4409 

Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Dean Gerber 

Bluffton 

260-565-3773 

Djgerber@Adamswells.com 

 

Directors: 

Mike Miller 

Fort Wayne 

260-467-0640 

Beeman41747@gmail.com 

 

James Ringswald 

Fort Wayne 

260-466-4999 

Ringswald@aol.com 

 

Glenn Hile 

Fort Wayne 

260-485-5675 

hilreal@frontier.com 

 

Dave Myers 

Fort Wayne 

260-750-3673 

dmyers@utilitymc.com 

 

Editor 

David McKinley 

Spencerville 

260-760-2720 

Mckinleydavid27@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

From the desk of the president 

 Chris LaSalle 

 Hope you all had a wonderful summer and a great honey harvest.  Mine was 

pretty good getting almost as much honey as I did last year.  Now it is time to 

get things ready for winter.  Golden rod looks great this year.  Remember your 

mite treatment as now the mites are at full strength.   

I have an end to my Hive saga.  To recap, I had a hive that had a laying worker.  

I could tell by the multiple eggs in many cells.  This was in early May.  My plan 

was to start a nuc and combine the hives.  I started a nuc in mid to late April 

and by mid to late May I hived the nuc with a good laying queen with excel-

lent brood.  I marked her blue.   

I checked the problem hive in late May, and it had tons of drone brood.  Clas-

sic for a laying worker (or workers).  I then combined the hives (Good blue 

queen and laying worker hive) with newspaper. 

On June 3 I checked the hives and the newspaper had not been chewed 

through and looked like it had not been touched.  I looked in the lower 2 

boxes and found a small queen.  I marked her green.  I went through the top 

box and found the blue marked queen.  I then placed a bottom board on the 

top box and a cover on the bottom 2 boxes (so now I have a hive on top of a 

hive.  The queen now marked green looked small like a virgin queen or a 

freshly mated queen.  My only thought is she flew in from somewhere when 

she got lost and could not find her original hive. 

June 12 I checked the lower hive and did not see the newly marked green 

queen and looked like laying workers again, so I recombined the hives with 

newspaper.   

June 27 I looked through the top box and found my blue queen working away 

with the newspaper pretty much gone.  In the middle box I found my green 

queen happily doing her thing with a decent brood pattern.  So now I have 2 

queens tolerating each other only a foot away from each other.  I then placed 

a small super between the 2 deeps with a queen excluder on both sides.   

In mid July I pulled the top box off and took it to another hive that had tried 

to supersede their queen and the queen did not make it back.  Unfortunately, 

that hive chewed through the newspaper and killed the queen so that hive is 

done for.  So, thus ends the saga of the laying worker hive.  The small super 

was empty as my bees really did not put up much honey in July with the 

drought.   

Please remember that we still do have a mask mandate in effect for the state.  

Masks will be required at the meeting and we will do our best at social dis-

tancing.  Thanks for your help with this in these tough times.  Will see you all 

soon 

 

Chris 

 

mailto:Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com
mailto:Djgerber@Adamswells.com
mailto:Ringswald@aol.com
mailto:hilreal@frontier.com
mailto:dmyers@utilitymc.com
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Stephanie Fenstermaker is librarian                                                                                     

and the person who is taking care of                                                                                      

our association   library. She is wanting                                                                                

bee books donated so other members                                                                                 

may borrow them and benefit from                                                                                        

our generosity.  Please use and respect                                                                                    

the usage of these things to make                                                                                         

Stephanie’s job easier.  She will also                                                                                        

accept monetary donations to purchase new library                                                                                      

items. Members may check out and/or receive items                                                                                         

at our meetings.  All books and some materials are                                                                                           

required to be returned for the benefit of others.   

Harry Jones explained the Mentoring                                                                                        

structure we have in our association.                                                                                                      

His explanation of the mentor tier levels,                                                                                                           

3 or 4 levels, would be all inclusive, from                                                                                      

the beginning beekeeper being mentored                                                                                              

by someone of 3 to 5 years’ experience, who would have                                                                                 

mentors with 5 or more experience, to the most                                                                                                   

experienced, mentored by those with questions of their                                                                                       

own.                                                                          

Congratulations to several local 4-Her’s who showed in the Beekeeping project at the state fair. Each one won at their own 

county fair and were eligible to show at the state fair this year via pictures.  

Courtney Juengel of Adams County, granddaughter of Phil and Carolyn Juengel, was the overall sweepstakes winner for her 

honey. 

Ella Wheeler received a blue on her honey. Isaac Wheeler received a special merit on his honey and Corban Wheeler received 

a blue on his poster. They are the children of NEIBA members James and Abby Wheeler and are from Wells County. 

NEW MEMBERS 

John McKnight            Ft. Wayne 

Lynn Routsong          Pleasant Lake 

Cheryl Lane             Ft. Wayne 

William Pulver          Ft. Wayne 

Matt Simerman         Ft. Wayne 

Rex & Sheila Anderson         Logansport     

John & Pat Reidenbach           Ft. Wayne  

David Rousculp            New Haven 

Bill & Mary Eckhardt           Ft. Wayne 

 

Meeting notes by Valorie Campbell 

June 18th, 2020 

Dean Gerber gave the treasures report:  $ 416.30 

in checking, $5525.67 in Savings with a total of 

$5941.97.   Next meeting will be Thursday, Sep-

tember 17Th, 2020 

 

 

 

Matt Kolter is still working hard to get the new 

website up and running.  It is up to date for 

meeting schedules.  Thanks for your patients 

as it has been hard to get a hold of old mem-

bers who have the “keys” to the web page. 
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Samuel and Sarah Trumbower each received a special merit on their honey and Hannah Trumbower received a blue on her 

poster. They are members of the NEIBA and the grandchildren of Duane and Alice Rekeweg.  They showed in Adams County. 

Breanna Filler of Whitley County, daughter of NEIBA members Casey and Kara Filler, received a blue on her honey.  

If anyone would like to recognize anyone else, please submit their names to the newsletter editor.  

-- 

Duane and Alice Rekeweg 

Rekeweg Honey Company 

 

How I Saved My Hive from Robbing Bees 

I am new to beekeeping and have one hive located in my backyard.  Last week I noticed a lot of activ-
ity around the hive both on the hive/entrance apron and in the air in front of the hive.  I assumed all this ac-

tivity was related to new foraging bees taking their orientation flights.  The high level of activity continued 

for the next two days so I took a closer look and found that my hive was being robed.  A lot of bees were 

fighting on the entrance apron and on the ground in front of the hive.  Since I had the entrance opening com-

pletely open, I closed it down to the width of one to two bees.  Two days later it did not appear that there was 

any reduction in fighting or activity in the air.  Since it appeared that the robbing bees were checking every 

crack to find a way in I solved my robbing situation by giving them a wide-open way in, at least part way in.  I 

am using a screened bottom board with a pan containing mineral oil below it.  The pan slides in/out from the 

back of the hive, so I pulled it out such that there was a 1 to 2 inch opening from below the hive to the inside 

between the screened bottom board and the pan.  My thinking was that the robbing bees would find their 

way in and end up in the mineral oil while my bees would know where the hive entrance is and would not 

enter this area.  This was done in the afternoon around 2:00.  The next morning I pulled the pan out and 

found around 1,500 dead bees in the mineral oil.  Unfortunately it looked like I caught some of my bees since 

some of the bees in the oil were drones.  The great news is that there was little robbing that day and no rob-

bing noted the next day.   

If I run into another robbing situation, I will try closing the hive entrance completely and moving the pan out 

1 to 2 inches early in the morning.  With the pan pulled out 1 to 2 inches there should be plenty of airflow 

through the hive.  This should significantly reduce the number of my bees that end up in the oil since the bulk 

of my bees will be locked inside the hive.  It would be interesting to watch the hive when the robbing bees 

show up.  

 By Carl Keuneke 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

       

 

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association 

If you are renewing your membership and your information has not changed, just fill in your name.. 

 

 
 
 

.. 

 

 Name ____________________________ 

Address __________________________ 

City _____________________________ 

State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 

Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  

__Email __Paper __Both 

 

 Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 
 
Dues are only $15 per year.  
 
Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 

  

Mail to: Dean Gerber, 2585 SW Church 
Rd. Bluffton, IN 46714 
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Article from American Bee Journal by Mike Haney, Reprinted with permission. 
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  Copied and reprinted with permission of American Bee Journal, Aug 20, 2020 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

At the September meeting there will be a brood box with frames and foundation raffled off for $1.00 per 

chance.  There is no limit to the number of chances you may buy.  All proceeds goes to the NEIBA so 

come and take a chance or more.

Program only one in country with such a wide spectrum of training 

Scientists have long known two facts about the world’s bee population: pollinating 

bees are vital contributors to healthy crops and a thriving ecosystem, and many bee 

species are under threat of extinction from pollution, disease and other factors. 

  

The University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine has joined the fight to save 

the bees by building a set of hives on campus. The new program will give residents 

and senior veterinary students in clinical training experience caring for these insects 

and is led by Dr. Joerg Mayer, associate professor of zoological medicine.  

  

The addition of bees cements the college’s residency program as the first and only in 

the country to offer such a wide spectrum of training, from invertebrate to megaver-

tebrate care — creatures ranging from bees to whales. 

  

Veterinarians stepping in 

In the past, it was up to the hobbyist or commercial beekeeper to maintain the 

health of their bees, but as the risk of antimicrobial resistance increases around the 

world, veterinarians have been asked to step in for diagnosis and treatment. In Janu-

ary 2017, the Food and Drug Administration put a halt to individuals purchasing anti-

microbials for the treatment of bee colonies. 

  

The average veterinarian does not receive much if any education in the care of bees, 

and beekeepers have limited relationships with veterinarians. 

  

Mayer’s goal is to ensure that the next generation of UGA veterinarians are capable 

of supporting these important pollinators as well as the honey industry, which is big 

business. The 2.67 million bee colonies recorded by the U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture in January 2019 are reported to be worth about $17 billion per year.  

https://dadant.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5fd2b1aa990e63193af2a573d&id=c21fe68031&e=0ed52410f0
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 This spring I had several nucs siting in front of my 

workshop. One morning I found one nuc witha large cluster of 

bees  hanging on the front. Of course the  assumption was that 

the bees were leaving. After closer looking, a queen was spo"ed  

on the cluster. A new nuc box was placed by the cluster and 

soon they all went in. Assuming the worst, I checked the old 

nuc to see if any bees were left behind. Guess what….The entire nuc and a queen were 

there! The bees on the outside were a new neighborhood swarm. A new happening for 

me.  But wait, its not the end of the story.Two  days later the same type event happened 

to another nuc a few feet away. And no, they were not the same goofy bunch of bees. 

Where there was one, now I  had three nucs with young queens. What  strange  

happening!!!         Picture and story by Mike Miller 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


